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Senate

Statement of Senator Dianne Feinstein

“Commemorating Memorial Day”

MRS. FEINSTEIN: Mr.
President, | rise today to
commemorate Memorial Day
and pay tribute to the brave men
and women who have given
their lives in defense of the
freedom and liberties we
cherish in this great Nation.

Throughout  this  country,
Memorial ~ Day, originally
recognized as Decoration Day,
is a day to remember those who
have died in service to our
nation.

It was first widely observed on
May 30, 1868, to commemorate
the sacrifices of Civil War
soldiers by proclamation of
General John A. Logan of the
Grand Army of the Republic, an
organization of former sailors
and soldiers.

Over a century later, in 1971,
Congress declared Memorial
Day a national holiday to be
celebrated the last Monday in
May. Today, thousands of
people attend Memorial Day
ceremonies across the country
to commemorate this special
day.

This year, our observance of
this national holiday is marked
by the opening of the National

World War Il Memorial in our
Nation’s capital. Authorized by
President Clinton in 1993, this
national memorial will be the
first of its kind dedicated to all
who served during World War
1.

It is during this Memorial Day
weekend, in conjunction with
the new memorial dedication,
that Americans will honor the
nearly 16 million who served in
the armed forces of the United
States during World War 11, the
more than 400,000 who died,
and the millions who supported
the war effort from home.

According to the Department of
Defense, more citizens from
California served in World War
Il than any other state. And an
estimated 457,000 World War
Il veterans currently live in
California. That generation, led
by the Nation’s armed forces,
defended  America’s ideals
during World War 1l and
changed the world in the
process.

At this moment, another
generation faces an equally
difficult challenge that will
define the world for many years
to come. Today, we face a new
foe, terrorism, which threatens

the very freedoms that World
War 11 was fought to protect.

The battleground this time is
less clear. Indeed, the threat of
terrorism exists all over the
world — not merely in the
Middle East, but also on our
shores.

The war on terror is a massive
effort that will require the
highest level of commitment
and dedication possible to
enable America and her allies to
prevail.

Today over 1.6 million men and
women serve in active duty
spread throughout 67 countries.
California alone provides over
182,000 military and civilian
personnel.

In  Afghanistan, American
troops, along with a
multinational coalition, have
defeated the Taliban regime,
striking a severe blow to al-
Qaeda’s operation in that
country.

Our forces have enabled
Afghans to draft a constitution,
laying the groundwork for a
democratic government.
Women will soon have the right
to vote and hold office. Girls



are being educated in schools
again. Nonetheless, there is still
much work to be done to secure
the country and ensure the basic
rights of Afghan citizens.

The military  success in
Afghanistan has not come
without sacrifice. No example
drives home this point more
than the death of Army Ranger
Pat Tillman, killed in action just
a few weeks ago while on a
mission in southeastern
Afghanistan.

Tillman, a native of San Jose,
California, was an All-
American football player at
Arizona State who later went on
to play professionally with the
NFL’s Arizona Cardinals.

At the height of his career, he
walked away from pro football
to serve his country during
wartime. On April 23, 2004,
Tillman became one of 110
U.S. soldiers killed during
Operation Enduring Freedom in
Afghanistan. His life was a
model of sacrifice.

The war in Iragq has proven to
be an even more difficult task.
Although our armed forces have
removed Saddam Hussein from
power and taken steps to set up
a transitional democratic
government run by the people
of Irag, our troops are in a very
dangerous situation.

It is rare that a day goes by
without the report of another
American who has fallen victim
to the attacks of Iraqi
insurgents. As of May 21, 92
Californians have lost their lives
in Operation Iragi Freedom.

One of them was Marine Lance
Cpl. Brad Shuder, 21, of El
Dorado Hills, east  of
Sacramento. He enlisted a
month after the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks and fought
in the invasion of Iraq last year
before returning for a second
tour.

Shuder, a South Korean native,
was adopted at 22 months and
grew up to be a gourmet cook
and opera lover. He was Kkilled
on April 12 of this year.

1’d also like to take a moment to
name the other Californians
who have given their lives in

Iraq.

. Specialist Marcos O.
Nolasco, Chino

. Private 1st Class

Michael A. Mora, Arroyo
Grande

. Sergeant Brud J.
Cronkrite, Spring Valley

. Private 1st Class Brian
K. Cutter, Riverside
. Private 1st Class

Lyndon A. Marcus Jr., Long
Beach

. Sergeant Marvin  R.
Sprayberry 111, Tehachapi

. Specialist Ramon C.
Ojeda, Ramona

. Specialist  Trevor A.
Wine, Orange

. Specialist  James L.

Beckstrand, Escondido

. Sergeant Adam  W.
Estep, Campbell

. Staff Sergeant Abraham
D. Penamedina, Los Angeles

. Private 1st Class Leroy
Harris-Kelly, Azusa

. Corporal Christopher A.
Gibson, Simi Valley

. Captain  Richard J.
Gannon Il, Escondido
. Sergeant  Brian M.

Wood, Torrance

. Staff Sergeant Jimmy J.
Arroyave, Woodland

. Staff Sergeant Victor A.
Rosaleslomeli, Westminster

. 1st Lieutenant Oscar
Jimenez, San Diego

. Private 1st Class George
D. Torres, Long Beach

. Private 1st Class Eric A.
Ayon, Arleta

. Staff Sergeant William
M. Harrell, Placentia

. 1st Lieutenant Joshua
M. Palmer, Banning

. Lance Corporal Kyle D.

Crowley, San Ramon

. Staff Sergeant Allan K.
Walker, Lancaster

. Lance Corporal Marcus
M. Cherry, Imperial

. Lance Corporal Travis J.
Layfield, Fremont

. Specialist Casey
Sheehan, Vacaville

. Sergeant Michael W.
Mitchell, Porterville

. Lance Corporal
Wiscowiche, William J.
Victorville

. Lance Corporal Andrew
S. Dang, Foster City

. Major Mark D. Taylor,
Stockton

. 1st Lieutenant Michael
W. Vega, Lathrop

. Private 1st Class Joel K.

Brattain, Yorba Linda/Brea

. Specialist ~ Christopher
K. Hill, Ventura

. Specialist  Eric  U.
Ramirez, San Diego

. Sergeant  Patrick  S.
Tainsh, Oceanside
. Master Sergeant Jude C.

Mariano, Vallejo
. Sergeant Eliu A.
Miersandoval, San Clemente

. Specialist  Jason K.
Chappell, Hemet
. Sergeant Keicia M.

Hines, Citrus Heights



. Specialist Michael A.
Diraimondo, Simi Valley

. Private 1st Class Jesse
D. Mizener, Auburn
. Specialist  Justin ~ W.

Pollard, Foothill Ranch

. Specialist Michael G.
Mihalakis, San Jose

. Staff Sergeant Richard
A. Burdick, National City

. Staff Sergeant Steven H.
Bridges, Tracy

. Specialist  Arron  R.
Clark, Chico

. Sergeant  Ryan C.
Young, Corona

. Staff Sergeant Stephen
A. Bertolino, Orange

. Chief Warrant Officer
(CW2) Christopher G. Nason,
Los Angeles

. Staff Sergeant Eddie E.
Menyweather, Los Angeles

. Specialist Rel A.
Ravago IV, Glendale

. Sergeant 1st Class Kelly
Bolor, Whittier

. Specialist Genaro
Acosta, Fair Oaks

. Staff Sergeant Paul A.
Velasquez, San Diego

. Private 1st Class Karina
S. Lau, Livingston

. 2nd Lieutenant Todd J.
Bryant, Riverside

. Private 1st Class Steven
Acosta, Calexico

. Sergeant Michael S.
Hancock, Yreka

. Specialist Jose L. Mora,
Bell Gardens

. Corporal Sean R.
Grilley, San Bernardino

. Private 1st Class Jose
Casanova, El Monte

. Private Sean A. Silva,
Roseville

. Private 1st Class Pablo
Manzano, Heber

. Lieutenant Kylan A.

Jones-Huffman, Aptos

. Private 1st Class Daniel
R. Parker, Lake Elsinore

. Staff Sergeant David S.
Perry, Bakersfield

. Corporal Evan Asa
Ashcraft, West Hills

. Lance Corporal Cory
Ryan Geurin, Santee

. Lance Corporal Jason
Tetrault, Moreno Valley

. Specialist Paul T.
Nakamura, Santa Fe Springs

. Sergeant Atanasio Haro
Marin Jr., Baldwin Park

. Lance Corporal Jason
William Moore, San Marcos

. Captain Andrew David
LaMont, Eureka

. Corporal Douglas Jose
Marencoreyes, Chino

. Private 1st Class Jose F.
Gonzalez Rodriguez, Norwalk

. 1st Lieutenant Osbaldo

Orozco, Delano
. Sergeant Troy David
Jenkins, Ridgecrest

. Corporal  Jesus  A.
Gonzalez, Indio

. Sergeant 1st Class John
W. Marshall, Los Angeles

. Private Devon D. Jones,
San Diego

. Corporal Erik H. Silva,
Chula Vista

. Lance Corporal Patrick
T. O'Day, Sonoma

. Gunnery Sergeant
Joseph Menusa, San Jose

. Private 1st Class
Francisco A. Martinez-Flores,
Los Angeles

. Lance Corporal Jesus A.
Suarez del Solar, Escondido

. Sergeant Michael E.
Bitz, Ventura

. Corporal Randal Kent
Rosacker, San Diego

. Corporal Jose A
Garibay, Orange

. Corporal Jose A

Gonzalez, Los Angeles

. Lieutenant Thomas
Mullen Adams, La Mesa

The Pentagon reports that
through today, America has
incurred 797 casualties in
Operation Iragi Freedom and
120 deaths in  Operation
Enduring Freedom. And more
than 4,800 men and women
have been wounded in these
conflicts.

Such grim statistics underscore
the fact that the current
administration must do more to
seek international help,
especially in Irag, during these
trying times. Additionally, we
must provide the equipment
necessary to keep our soldiers
safe. At the very least, we owe
our soldiers this for their
tremendous sacrifice.

In closing, | am honored to take
this time to join every American
in saluting those individuals
who have paid the ultimate
sacrifice to uphold the ideals of
our democratic Nation.

On Memorial Day, we renew
the commitment of this great
Nation to the common defense
of the country and to the
broader causes of peace and
freedom from tyranny
throughout the world.



